
MDRA General Members Meeting 
Knights of Columbus 
College Park, Maryland 
November 18, 2010 
 
Attendees 
President  - Bob Utley 
Vice President - Neil McGilvray  
Treasurer  - Kathy Gilliand 
Secretary  - Peter E. Abresch Jr. 
BOD   - Bill Cann 

- Mike Tyson 
Members  - Troy Stanton 
    Maggie Stanton 
    Kyle McGowan 
    Fred Wallace 
    Momoko Harper 
    Dave Weber 
    Jill Weber 

Shepherd Stein 
Scott Szympruch 

    Chris O’Connor 
 
The meeting came to order at 07:20 PM. 
 
 
Old Business 
There were no major issues with RSO or safety during Red 
Glare IX. A few rockets returned ballistic, few CATOs, few 
shreds, and few Roman Candles. Neil reported that there 
were 639 total flights for Red Glare IX. 
 
There were not many Red Glare IX equipment issues. The 
launch system worked well. A few rails were replaced and 
some standoffs were installed during the Thursday setup. 
Rod use will continue due to some rockets simply being 
unable to launch from rails. The various wiring and 
equipment will be sorted out during the upcoming ESL 150. 
 
Donations to Maryland Komen Flight for the Cure will be 
closing very shortly. Final totals will be posted on the 
MDRA website. A thank you went out to all those that 
contributed. 
 
Final Red Glare IX status: Peter announced the various 
contest results from memory, albeit not very well. The 
official contest results are as follows: 



 
Mach Madness Class 2 - 1st place - Team Cutting 
Mach Madness Class 3 - 1st place - Alan Gorecki 
Mach Madness Class 4 - 1st place - Nick Debrita 
Predict Your Own Altitude - Toni Abresch 
2000 Foot Contest – Brian Heywood 
1-Mile Contest – Ross Sorci 
 
Contest winner recognition will be provided in the hopes 
that it will spark additional entrants. More contest 
results were posted on the MDRA website at http://www.mdra-
archive.org/photos/RedGlare9/Contests/Winners.html  
 
Fires, there were many at Red Glare IX. There will be pads 
set aside to fly things that spit sparks. This should 
reduce the fires. 
 
There was good RSO coverage during Red Glare with Troy and 
Maggie completing multiple tours of duty. The MDRA BOD 
expressed their thanks to all the RSOs. 
 
Parking was handled by the Boy Scouts and the Civil Air 
Patrol (CAP) who did a great job. The MDRA BOD also 
expressed their thanks to Mike and the CAP for their Honor 
Guard service prior to each Red Glare day’s events. 
 
Congratulations went out to Moroko Harper, Kyle McGowan, 
and Scott Szympruch for achieving certification levels 
during Red Glare IX. 
 
Fred W. has a guy to make the MDRA Logo signs/magnets 
cheaply. 
 
Rockets Magazine has a link from the MDRA home page for the 
Red Glare IX Project Data Sheet. If you flew a rocket at 
Red Glare IX or achieved certification, please complete 
this form for consideration for an upcoming Red Glare 
article in Rockets Magazine. 
 
Upcoming November’s ESL 150, December’s ESL 151, and 
January’s ESL 152 launch dates have been announced and are 
documented on the MDRA webpage. Keep an eye out for future 
launch dates. The Annual Christmas Tree Drag Race is 
expected to be in full swing in January. 
 
 
New Business 



Neil provided a count on the number of posts concerning 
MDRA in the various online bulletin boards and chat rooms.   
 
Sponsorship for motors for Steve Eve’s and Vern Hoag’s 
Saturn 1B will start soon. Keep an eye on Rockets Magazine 
website at http://www.rocketsmagazine.com/saturn-1b-
projects/ for the latest updates. 
 
Those in attendance enjoyed the Red Glare tech sessions on 
Altimeters and Propellant mixing. 
 
There was a round table for those in attendance to give an 
update or ask a question which was followed by Rockets 
Magazine Red Glare IX teaser that has been posted on the 
MDRA website. Also, an additional bonus video of various 
events at Red Glare IX was also previewed. 
 
The meeting concluded around 08:15 PM. 
 
All members and future members are welcome at the MDRA 
General meetings. The next MDRA meeting is scheduled for 
Thursday, December 16, 2010. The schedule is available and 
posted on the MDRA website at 
http://www.mdrocketry.org/membership/meetings/meetings.html  
Come and enjoy a drink and discusses all things rocketry 
with fellow and future MDRA members. 
 


